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Documentary Evidence Limitations and Research Notes

% The 1890 U.S. Census data is not available due to a fire which destroyed most records.*

7
0.0

Family tree maker settings for the United States locations were city, county, state, country.

7
0.0

Benjamin MORRALL, selected, was one of two sons who emigrated to the United States with
their father, Thomas MORRALL,; all three were key to this study. Census records of Thomas’
family were located to help validate later primary records.

MORRALL variations were MERRALL, MORROLL, MORRELL.

The process to pinpoint Thomas MORRALL was based on naming conventions (for children

7
0.0

R/
0.0

and grandchildren) and distances to locations (Tipton, Sedgley, Walsall) in Staffordshire.

1 United States Census Bureau. Availability of 1890 Census.
https://www.census.gov/history/www/genealogy/decennial _census records/availability of 1890 census.html : accessed
6 July 2021.
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Introduction

A randomly selected record was used to select the subject for this study. It was found in the Ancestry
collection, ‘All U.S., Passport Applications, 1795-1925’, with 1924 for the year, England as the birth
location and Austin, Texas as the residence. This record provided key clues which connected to the
Thomas MORRALL family from the Black Country of England on their emigration path to Texas in
1879. Why did they emigrate to America? With a geographic and contextual history of the Black
Country area between 1834-1879 and the Central Texas area between 1880-1940, as well as a
genealogical focus, this report details their struggles and successes in their migration to America.

Black Country Geography and Historical Context (1834-1879)

The juxtaposition of the Black Country in the Midlands area of England lay in the beautiful hills,
famous for flowers and bilberry fruit, surrounding land covered with cinder heaps, burning pits and
smoke (cover image).? 2 Beneath this

area (covering the current Metropolitan
boroughs of Dudley, Sandwell, Walsall,
and Wolverhampton) lay a 30-foot seam
of coal (with nearby iron, limestone, and
clay). Large producers in the area dug
and forged minerals, creating a vision of
the earth being turned inside out. This
area extended through West Bromwich,

Bilston, Dudley, Tipton, Wednesbury and

Walsall* (shown below), supplying

England and the world with products like

Figure 1: View of Walsall, From the North,

coal, sheet iron, nails, needles, buckles, . . . e
Revolutionary Players, with fair use permission

anchors and more, using canals and new

railway lines (late 19" century) to

transport goods and supplies.®

2 Revolutionary Players. Impressions. https://www.revolutionaryplayers.org.uk/impressions/ : accessed 20 July 2021.

3 Burritt, Elihu. (1869) Walks in the Black Country and Its Green Border-land. London: Sampson, Low, Son, and Marston.
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Walks_in_the Black Country and lts Green/Wm1HAAAAYAAJ : accessed 21
July 2021. Chapter XIII. pp. 305-333.

4 BBC. What and where is the Black Country?
http://www.bbc.co.uk/blackcountry/content/articles/2005/03/15/where_is_the_black country feature.shtml : accessed 21
July 2021.

5 Black Country Society. What or Where is Black Country? Archived via Wayback Machine.
https://web.archive.org/web/20120117212241/http://www.blackcountrysociety.co.uk/about/ : accessed 21 July 2021.
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Figure 2: Railroad Map, depicting combined railroads; 1876-1927 (used for locations),

per inactive website, chasewaterstuff.com®

The area was fraught with poor working conditions, environmental strafing, and pollution; a report in
1852 stated it was “the most unhealthy place in the country”.” Yet, most of the inhabitants there felt an
allegiance to the culture; “black by day, red by night” embodied the reality of their existence.®

6 Chase Water Stuff. Some South Staffordshire Railway Byways — The Midland Railway’s line, Walsall to Wolverhampton via
Short Heath. https://chasewaterstuff.wordpress.com/tag/north-walsall-station/ : accessed 23 July 2021.

7 Black Country Living Museum. The average of death was 16.7 in Dudley in 1841. https://www.bclm.co.uk/activities/the-
average-age-of-death-was-167-in-dudley-in-1841/733.htm#.YPh66uhKg2w : accessed 21 July 2021.

8 Burritt, op. cit. p. 1.

The MORRALL Family Migration Page 5 of 28 02 October 2022


https://chasewaterstuff.wordpress.com/tag/north-walsall-station/
https://www.bclm.co.uk/activities/the-average-age-of-death-was-167-in-dudley-in-1841/733.htm#.YPh66uhKg2w
https://www.bclm.co.uk/activities/the-average-age-of-death-was-167-in-dudley-in-1841/733.htm#.YPh66uhKg2w

The Thomas MORRALL Family

Thomas MORRALL
b: Bef. 29 Sep 1833
in Tipton,
Staffordshire, England
d: 21 Nov 1896 in
Austin, Travis County,
Texas, USA

Hannah STOKES
b: 16 Aug 1838 in
Sedgley,
Staffordshire, England
m: 08 Oct 1860 in
Sedgley, Stafford,
England
d: Aft. 02 Apr 1871 in
Staffordshire, England

Benjamin MORRALL
b: 12 Sep 1861 in
Dudley, Staffordshire,
England

d: 30 Apr 1940 in
Austin, Travis, Texas,
USA

Adele FLUME
b: Feb 1860 in Texas,
USA
m: 1885 in Travis
County, Texas, USA
d: 27 Apr 1921 in
Austin, Travis, Texas,

Ebenezer MORRALL
b: Jan 1863 in
Dudley, Staffordshire,
England

d: Aft. 15 May 1892

Elizabeth HICKMAN
b:

m: 14 May 1892 in
Travis County, Texas,
USA

d: Aft. 15 May 1892

USA

Maude Stokes
MORRALL
b: 13 Dec 1886 in

Austin, Travis, Texas,

USA
d: 29 Nov 1962 in

Port Arthur, Jefferson,

Texas, USA

Louis H.
BLENDERMANN

b: 31 Jul 1888 in
Austin, Travis, Texas,
USA
m: 31 Jul 1910 in
Travis County, Texas,
USA
d: 03 Nov 1952 in
Baton Rouge, East
Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, USA

Benjamin MORRALL
Jr

b: 24 Aug 1889 in

Austin, Travis, Texas,

USA

d: 14 Mar 1941 in

Austin, Travis, Texas,

USA

The MORRALL Family Migration

Page 6 of 28

Figure 3: Thomas MORRALL family

Maude MOORE
b: 28 Jun 1892 in
Austin, Travis, Texas,
USA
m: 1909 in Travis
County, Texas, USA
d: 27 Jan 1970 in
Austin, Travis, Texas,
USA

Family Tree Maker Software®

9 Family Tree Maker. https://www.mackiev.com/ftm/ : accessed 24 July 2021.

Ruth Kathleen
MORRALL
b: 13 Jan 1897 in

USA
d: 23 Jul 1966 in

USA

Austin, Travis, Texas,

Austin, Travis, Texas,

02 October 2022

Wiley Eugene
GLAZE

b: 28 Oct 1891 in
Pike, Collin, Texas,
USA
m: 07 Jun 1926 in
Travis County, Texas,
USA
d: 08 Jan 1968 in
Austin, Travis, Texas,
USA



https://www.mackiev.com/ftm/

Page left blank for printing purposes
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Family Background

Thomas MORRALL and sons emigrated 1ALBION SHEET IRON CO.,

MANUFACTURERS OF

TUBING, TACK, DAN, FENDER, EUCKET,

POT LID & KEG SHEETS,

in 1879, per their ship’s arrival
passenger list (left Liverpool 4 January

TRADE
MARK

1879, arrived in New Orleans 7 February
1879).1* 12 To understand their Ripext

Shests for Enamelling, Galvanizing, Corrugating & Working,

T, AND TREBLE BEST QUALITIES,

emigration to America, a look into their
OF COMMON, BEST, BEST BES'

ALEION 1RON WORKS, WEST BROMTICE,

Thomas MORRALL was born in Tipton, STAFFORDSHIRE.
Staffordshire (bapt. 1833)**** the eldest Figure 4: Albion Sheet Iron Co. Advertisement'°
child and only son to Thomas (Joseph)®®

and Elizabeth (NICKLIN)!®* MORRALL.’

Thomas (younger) spent his time as an iron worker, like his father, both working for Albion Steel

family and circumstances helps.

(Sheet Iron Co.).2® 19 His younger sisters were Sarah (probably named for her paternal

grandmother), 2> 2t and Ann?% 2 per 1851 Census Records (below). Note Thomas is listed as

10 Grace’s Guides to British Industrial History. Albion Sheet Iron Co.
https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/images/3/31/Im1881Ry-Albion.jpg : accessed 23 July 2021.

11 U.S. Passport Application. MERRALL, Benjamin. (Birth: 12 September 1861). Application Date: 29 March 1924. RN:
385376. Volume: Roll 2456 - Certificates: 385350-385849, 29 Mar 1924-31 Mar 1924. Collection: U.S., Passport
Applications, 1795-1925. https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1174/ : accessed 19 July 2021.

12 passenger list for S.S. Mississippi arriving New Orleans. MORRALL, Thomas. 07 Feb 1879. NAI No 2824927.
Collection: Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at New Orleans, Louisiana, 1820-1902. https://www.ancestry.com/ :
accessed 19 July 2021.

13 Baptisms (PR) England. Tipton, Staffordshire. 29 September 1833. MORRALL, Thomas. FHL film nos: 435872,
435873, 435874. [Transcription] Collection: England, Select Births and Christenings, 1538-1975.
https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 22 July 2021.

14 Census records. England. Walsall, Staffordshire. 2 APRIL 1871. MORRALL, Thomas. PN 2962. Folio: 126. p. 3.
Collection: 1871 England Census. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 19 July 2021.

15 Baptisms (PR) England. Wednesbury, Staffordshire. 14 January 1804. MORRALL, Thomas. (Mother: Sarah; Father:
Thomas). RN: D4383/1/8. [Transcription] Collection: Birth, Marriage, Death & Parish Records.
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/ : accessed 22 July 2021.

16 Baptisms (PR) England. Dudley, Staffordshire. 3 February 1805. Nicklin, Elizth. [Transcription] Collection: Birth,
Marriage, Death & Parish Records. https://www.findmypast.co.uk/ : accessed 22 July 2021.

17 Marriages (PR) England. Saint Thomas, Dudley, Worcestershire. 26 April 1829. MORRALL, Thomas and NICKLIN,
Elizabeth. Source film nos: 378762, 378763, 378764, 378765, 378766, 378767, 378768, 378769, 378770.
[Transcription] Collection: England, Select Marriages, 1538-1973. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 22 July
2021.

18 Census records. England. Sedgley, Wolverhampton, Staffordshire. 30 March 1851. MORRALL, Joseph. PN 2031.
Folio: 243. p. 13. Collection: 1851 England Census. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 19 July 2021.

19 Grace’s Guide to British Industrial History. Albion Sheet Iron Co. https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Albion_lronworks : 23
July 2021.

20 Baptisms (PR) England. Wednesbury, Staffordshire. 14 January 1804. MORRALL, Thomas. (Mother: Sarah; Father:
Thomas). RN: D4383/1/8. [Transcription] Collection: Birth, Marriage, Death & Parish Records.
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/ : accessed 22 July 2021.

21 Census records. England. Sedgley, Wolverhampton, Staffordshire. 6 June 1841. MORROLL, Thomas. ED 32. Folio:
30. p.15. LN 25. GSU Roll 474626. Collection: 1841 England Census. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 19 July
2021.

22 Census records. England. Sedgley, Wolverhampton, Staffordshire. 30 March 1851. MORRALL, Joseph. ED 41. Folio
243. p.13. PN 2031. Collection: 1851 England Census. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 19 July 2021.
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Joseph, but other Census records align with wife and all three children: probably an enumerator
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Figure 5: 1851 Census Records (England) for Thomas as a child with his parents?6

Ancestry.com

Thomas (27) married Hannah STOKES (22, daughter of Benjamin and Mary STOKES)?’ on 8

October 1860 in Sedgley.?® ?° Their eldest son, Benjamin, was born 12 September 1861°% 3! and

23 Census records. England. Sedgley, Staffordshire. 7 APRIL 1861. MORRALL, Thomas. PN 2051. Folio: 100. p. 19.
Collection: 1861 England Census. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 19 July 2021.

24 Census records. England. Sedgley, Wolverhampton, Staffordshire. 6 June 1841. MORROLL, Thomas. ED 32. Folio:
30. p.15. LN 25. GSU Roll 474626. Collection: 1841 England Census. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 19 July
2021.

25 Census records. England. Sedgley, Staffordshire. 7 APRIL 1861. MORRALL, Thomas. PN 2051. Folio: 100. p. 19.
Collection: 1861 England Census. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 19 July 2021.

26 Census records. England. Sedgley, Wolverhampton, Staffordshire. 30 March 1851. MORRALL, Joseph. ED 41. Folio
243. p.13. PN 2031. Collection: 1851 England Census. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 19 July 2021.

27 Baptisms (PR) England. Sedgley, Stafford[shire]. 23 September 1838. STOKES, Hannah. (Birth: 16 August 1838).
FHL Film No 1040789. Ref ID: item3 p. 202. [Transcription] Collection: England, Select Births and Christenings,
1538-1975. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 22 July 2021.

28 Marriages (PR) England. Sedgley, Stafford[shire]. 8 October 1860. MORRALL, Thomas and STOKES, Hannah.
(Father: Benjamin). FHL film no: 1040794. [Transcription] Collection: England, Select Marriages, 1538-1973.
https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 19 July 2021.

29 Census records. England. Sedgley, Staffordshire. 7 APRIL 1861. MORRALL, Thomas. PN 2051. Folio: 112. p. 11.
Collection: 1861 England Census. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 19 July 2021.

30 U.S. Passport Application. MERRALL, Benjamin. (Birth: 12 September 1861). Application Date: 29 March 1924. RN:
385376. Volume: Roll 2456 - Certificates: 385350-385849, 29 Mar 1924-31 Mar 1924. Collection: U.S., Passport
Applications, 1795-1925. https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1174/ : accessed 19 July 2021.

31 Births index (CR) England & Wales. RD Dudley, [Staffordshire]. 3™ Q., 1861. MORRALL, Benjamin. Vol. 6¢. p. 89.
Collection: England & Wales, Civil Registration Birth Index, 1837-1915. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 19 July
2021.
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son, Ebenezer, born before January 1863.%2 Thomas had started preaching before 1861 (in

addition to working as a sheet iron shearer).*

W
The umh menhoncd Houses arc situate wnhm the Boundaries of the [(Pa
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Figure 6: Extract from 1861 Census (England) for Thomas and Hannah MORRALL34

Ancestry.com

Whatever S
influenced his RE}‘DS WOODa PARK

Gk o
) -7 2 ¥

( /Il]ill & Buckle [ 2 l‘_::
u’mh L

Bulml F'numlrv/

desire to preach,
he continued this
calling in America.
The family moved
to nearby Walsall
by 1871% (below).

\(/7/7 =

] entley ( :'mn}pr QW}/L ( Treen me
Hannah did not o TRy .&1”'{””\“"‘ 9
. Grange/,-"‘] pigh 2o | ': 'm-\‘-“‘ 0.
emigrate to % 4 I (o dron
. . / 2 H k
America; she might p31E L ; b gy 8 ’, &%
have died in the Figure 7: Per 1871 Census® - #11 Holly Hedge Lane, Walsall (Wlth Cross mark)

area, on the ship, National Library of Scotland3¢

or remained in England. No death record for Hannah MORRALL after 1871 was found. A list of
boarding passengers was not found, as passenger lists outbound from the U.K. was not required

32 Births index (CR) England & Wales. RD Dudley, [Staffordshire]. 1t Q., 1863. MORRALL, Ebenezer. Vol. 6c. p. 89.
Collection: England & Wales, Civil Registration Birth Index, 1837-1915. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 19 July
2021.

33 Census records. England. Sedgley, Staffordshire. 7 APRIL 1861. MORRALL, Thomas. PN 2051. Folio: 112. p. 11.
Collection: 1861 England Census. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 19 July 2021.

34 Census records. England. Sedgley, Staffordshire. 7 APRIL 1861. MORRALL, Thomas. PN 2051. Folio: 100. p. 19.
Collection: 1861 England Census. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 19 July 2021.

35 Census records. England. Walsall, Staffordshire. 2 APRIL 1871. MORRALL, Thomas. PN 2962. Folio: 126. p. 3.
Collection: 1871 England Census. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 19 July 2021.

36 Ordnance Survey. (1902) Staffordshire LXIII.6 (Darlaston; Short Heath; Walsall). map 64.4 cm x 96.6 cm (25.344 x
38.016 inches). https://maps.nls.uk/view/115475575#z00om=5&lat=4528&lon=9768&layers=BT : accessed 21 July
2021.

37 Census records. England. Walsall, Staffordshire. 2 APRIL 1871. MORRALL, Thomas. PN 2962. Folio: 126. p. 3.
Collection: 1871 England Census. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 19 July 2021.

The MORRALL Family Migration Page 10 of 28 02 October 2022



https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://maps.nls.uk/view/115475575#zoom=5&lat=4528&lon=9768&layers=BT
https://www.ancestry.com/

until 189038, Other available records (examples, series T1 (Treasury Board) and PRO 56/349
(HMSO Publications and Letters)) are only available in person at The National Archives (TNA).%°

Why and Who Emigrated in 18797

One might surmise that the living conditions in the Black Country or a concern about the increase
in ironworks production (and related industries) in other countries like the United States*® (with a
possible decline or unemployment at home) might have led residents to seek a move elsewhere.
Possibly the death of the wife and mother might have influenced them to seek new beginnings. A
gift from a congregation to help a fellow preacher to witness in a new country or friends or family in
America may have provided monetary assistance, secured a place to stay, and land to farm or an

available job opportunity.*

Another reason to consider was the talk about Table 1: Natives of Foreign Countries in Texas
Texas and its vast lands, ripe for opportunity. (Extract of Top # of Emigrants by Birth Location)*?

An artist and visionary, George Catlin, lectured

throughout the Midlands in 1850, providing a To
Y
. . . . | f % Of % Of
glimpse into life in the American West. The E'atches of | 1850 [ L. o | 1860 | o
Ir
“Universal Emigration and Colonization
g Germany 8,277 46.8% | 20,553 | 47.3%
Messenger”, first published in London in May Mexico 4459 | 2520 | 12,443 | 28.7%
1850, promoted Texas as Ireland 1,403 | 7.9% | 3480 | 8.0%
a new frontier, though an expedition later that England 1,002 5.7% 1,695 3.9%
year failed miserably.*® Not many people from France 647 3.7% 1,883 | 4.3%
England emigrated to Texas (Table 1), thus an Allothers | 1,893 | 10.7% | 3,368 [ 7.8%
American connection was a likely influence. ;?ta' of 17,681 43,422

Three million people emigrated from Britain to
the United States 1870-1920, however up to

25% returned home due to failed experiences.*

38 National Archives (Great Britain). Passengers. https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-
guides/passengers/ : accessed 23 July 2021.

39 Herber, Mark D. (2004) Ancestral trails: the complete guide to British genealogy and family history. 2nd ed. Stroud:
Sutton. ISBN: 978-0750935104. p. 734.

40 Jeans, Stephen J. (1906 ) The iron trade of Great Britain. London: Methuen.
https://archive.org/details/dli.ministry.03269/ : accessed 23 July 2021. pp. 40-41.

41 Barkan, Elliott Robert, ed. (1999) A Nation of Peoples: A Sourcebook on America’s Multicultural Heritage. Westport,
Connecticut, and London: Greenwood Press.
https://www.google.com/books/edition/A Nation_of Peoples/seJ5bceT5BKC : accessed 20 July 2021. pp. 88-89.

42 Lathrop, Barnes F. (1949) Migration into East Texas. Austin: Texas State Historical Association.
https://archive.org/details/migrationintoeas00lath/ : accessed 23 July 2021. p. 49.

43 Shepperson, Wilbur Stanley. (1954) The promotion of British emigration by agents for American lands, 1840-1860.
https://archive.org/details/promotionofbritio000shep/ : accessed 19 July 2021. pp. 66-70.

44 Herber, Mark D. (2004) Ancestral trails: the complete guide to British genealogy and family history. 2nd ed. Stroud:
Sutton. ISBN: 978-0750935104. p. 734.
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The costs in the 1870s for an urban laborer emigrant to travel to America (per person) tallied to
approximately five- or six-weeks’ wages, with America being the most accessible destination, via
steamship. While some emigrants received financial assistance from the destination country
(Canada for example), many emigrants chose unassisted passage to America. *° Passports from
Great Britain were not required; only forms required might have been when assistance was
provided.*®

Though this meeting concluded after the o R o
MORRALL family departed, the National R ot & b gy 3~y :;'o&'

Conference of Ironworkers (right) portion thereof, should be used for amisting members

recommended funding for members who 'lh.:uld poscro “tu: - mh;;o:;::d di!!.mt:. l%d
wished to emigrate due to overproduction mmfﬁ:ﬂﬁ“r’m "0‘3“‘5:7:23 ”::l‘;;::m
and recent unemployment (evidence of :m.ﬂ“&ﬁh?"&zlﬁwx‘i:gh
unemployment and assisted migration by t‘f"%a‘:’t ?‘u‘i“,’i;?:.io&;:bé &‘e;':;{sg:mi:
organizations); Texas noted as being the m"‘:«ﬁ; .‘.h: :‘1:“ W*’f %‘%’ﬁn%ﬂ:ﬂ;ﬁ
best place to go.* slocted gesernl secrotary.—It was statod that throug

Birmingham’s population growth rose by
16.5% between 1871 and 1881 (based on Figure 8: Assisted Emigration funds established as
electoral register counts as of January unemployment grows in the region®/

1884); for an area of 13 square miles, and without knowing the year most increased, it could have
created an economic strain on the area in 1877-1878.4°

With all of these factors, it can be surmised that the reasons for emigration may have been
numerous. Thomas and his sons, as young adults and possibly tight knit may have discussed the

pros and cons and made a commitment to the journey together.

As mentioned, they embarked on their journey from Liverpool 4 January 1879 and arrived in New
Orleans 7 February 1879.

45 Baines, op. cit. pp. 85-86.

46 Liverpool Museum. Emigration to USA and Canada: Information Sheet 12.
https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/archivesheetl3 : accessed 24 July 2021.

47 News Announcements. National Conference of Ironworkers. Staffordshire Sentinel. 10 June 1879. p. 4b.
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/ : accessed 20 July 2021.

48 News Announcements. National Conference of Ironworkers. Staffordshire Sentinel. 10 June 1879. p. 4b.
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/ : accessed 20 July 2021.

49 Harman, Thomas T. and Showell, Walter. (1885) Showell's Dictionary of Birmingham: A History and Guide, Arranged
Alphabetically: Parliamentary Elections. Birmingham: Walter Showell & Sons. Online: Project Gutenberg.
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/14472/14472-h/14472-h.htm : accessed July 2021.
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Thomas MORRALL (45), his sons, Benjamin (17), and Ebenezer (16), were three of the
passengers on the steamship S/S Mississippi (bottom, below). Typically, the passage after 1870
was reduced to seven to ten days, but this journey lasted over a month probably due to docking at

other ports on the way.

Once they disembarked, they would have taken a stagecoach ride, ridden in a wagon, or walked

(depending on their financial standing), to Caldwell County. This would have taken days, even

weeks, depending on the method and the number of stops (545 miles).5! %2
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Figure 9: Passenger List - Arrivals to New Orleans from Liverpool®°

Ancestry. com

50 passenger list for S.S. Mississippi arriving New Orleans. MORRALL, Thomas. 07 Feb 1879. NAI No 2824927.
Collection: Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at New Orleans, Louisiana, 1820-1902. https://www.ancestry.com/ :

accessed 19 July 2021.

51 Google Maps. Directions. https://www.google.com/maps/ : accessed 23 July 2021.

52 Texas Transportation Museum. San Antonio Transportation History Ox, Mule, and Horse Drawn Era 1845 — 1910.
https://txtransportationmuseum.org/history/ : accessed 23 July 2021.
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Figure 10: Stagecoach in 1887, San Antonio

Texas State Historical Association with fair use permission®3

Central Texas (1880-1940)

In the late 19" century, Texas experienced a tremendous amount of growth in the farming industry,

with dramatic increases in both cotton and corn production.

The area in which they settled, Central Texas, was known for the black dirt soil where crops
typically thrive, given the right mixture of sun and rain.>* They lived in Caldwell, Bastrop, and Travis
Counties, where Austin was the capital city for the state (see chart below).

53 Texas State Historical Association. Stagecoach Lines. https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/stagecoach-lines :
accessed 23 July 2021.

54 Texas State Historical Association. Late Nineteenth-Century Texas. https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/late-
nineteenth-century-texas : accessed 23 July 2021.
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Figure 11: Central Texas - Caldwell, Bastrop and Travis Counties (includes Austin)
Texas State Historical Association (Physical Regions of Texas) , reprinted with fair use permission®®

Sheriffs' Association of Texas (Texas map overlaid), reprinted with permission>6

55 Texas State Historical Association. Terms of Use. https://www.tshaonline.org/terms-of-use : accessed 9 March 2021.
56 Sheriffs’ Association of Texas. Interactive County Map. https://www.sheriffstx.org/county _map/ : accessed 11 March
2021.
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Thomas and his sons started farming in Caldwell County (1880) leasing sixty acres of land from
John Tyler, near Lockhart.%® 5° With determination and hard work, they “reaped” the rewards with

more freedom but took risks with climate, crop demand and their knowledge of farming.

He and his sons also farmed in
Bastrop County (1883-1885),
leasing forty-seven acres
(subleased by G. B. Fowler of P.

F. Wade’s land).% 6. 62

Ben, as he now preferred to be
called, had moved to the larger
town of Austin, just northwest of
Bastrop. He worked as a
telephone operator at Erie
Telegraph and Telephone Co.,

HE Ceariy

lodging at the Capital Hotel.®® & o G AUGP T S oo 7958

Figure 12: Extract from Map of Caldwell County, 1880,
Thomas had found a church home Library of Congress, Geography and Map Division, fair use
at the Walnut Baptist Church in permission®’

Austin where he was their pastor

for seventeen months (1885-1886).54 In 1888, he was active in the Baptist presbytery in Bastrop
County, as one of four men providing guidance for their ministerial flock.®> About that same time,
Ben married a Texas girl, Della FLUME (b. February 1860),% in (Austin) Travis County.®’

57 Library of Congress. Geography and Map Division: Map of Caldwell County — 1880.
https://www.loc.gov/item/2009583502/ : accessed 23 July 2021.

58 Census records. USA. Caldwell County, Texas. 1 June 1880. MORRALL, Thomas. ED 027. Roll 1293. p. 184D.
Collection: 1880 United States Federal Census. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 19 July 2021.

59 County Tax Rolls. USA. Caldwell County, Texas. 1880. MORRALL, Thos. Collection: Texas, County Tax Rolls 1846-
1910. https://www.findmypast.co.uk/transcript?id=R_101385184811 : accessed 23 July 2021.

60 County Tax Rolls. USA. Bastrop County, Texas. 1883. MORRALL, T. Collection: Texas, County Tax Rolls 1846-1910.
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/transcript?id=R_101385184811 : accessed 23 July 2021.

61 County Tax Rolls. USA. Bastrop County, Texas. 1884. MORRALL, Thomas. Collection: Texas, County Tax Rolls
1846-1910. https://www.findmypast.co.uk/transcript?id=R_22131856184 : accessed 23 July 2021.

62 County Tax Rolls. USA. Bastrop County, Texas. 1885. MORRALL, T. Collection: Texas, County Tax Rolls 1846-1910.
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/transcript?id=R_22131887946 : accessed 23 July 2021.

63 Portal To Texas History. Morrison & Fourmy's General Directory of the City of Austin for 1889-1890, book, 1889.
Galveston: Morrison & Fourmy. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth46837/m1/191/?q=Morrall : accessed
July 23, 2021. p. 163.

64 Walnut Creek Baptist Church. Our Pastors Through the Years.
https://www.walnutcreekbc.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Pages.main&v7B62DB12A0CB82E17DF62EEB5C796C0CC34
2340B54A4F0A7BD7CO017EE6B45D70=SGlzdG9yeVIQYXNOb3Jz : accessed 23 July 2021.

65 Graham, B. J. W., ed. (1920) Baptist Biography. Volume II. p. 3.
https://www.forgottenbooks.com/en/download/BaptistBiography 10059678.pdf : accessed 25 July 2021.
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By 1889, Thomas had moved in with Benjamin and &
his family (1215 Canterbury Street) in Austin. Ben ey

CITY NEWS.

win Daniels, Fire Insurance.
_ o to the dance at Hyde park to-|
Company in the Driskill Hotel, as a manager.®® ht. ! [
t
he best society of Austin patronizes |
dances at Hyde park. There will
another one given tonight. |
. Bummerfield, who was for a iong |
@ a salesman for Moses & Sons, has |
pted a position with Abe Will-|
the clothier. ‘
inal naturalization papers were |
wl yesterday in the Fifty-third |
Fct court to Thomas Morrall, |
rly a citizen of England.

Rnhirth’a famane ctrine hand |

Figure 13: Thomas receives citizenship®

worked at the Texas Telegraph and Telephone t

On 7 September 1891, Thomas, and Benjamin™
both received their Naturalization papers, becoming

United States citizens (see Thomas’ news, right).

Records for Ebenezer were difficult to find. He
married Elizabeth HICKMAN 14 May 1892 (below),
by a Justice of the Peace, instead of his father,

THE STATE OF TEXAS.)_
COUNTY OF TRAVIS \
To any ordained Minister of the Guspel. Judge of the Distr iel Court. Judge of the County Courl, or Justice of the Peace :
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Figure 14: Marriage of Ebenezer MORRAL and Elizabeth HICKMAN7!

66 Census Records. USA. Travis County, Texas. 1 June 1900. MORRALL, Ben. ED 0102. FHL Film 1241673. p. 1.
Collection: 1900 United States Federal Census. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 23 July 2021.

67 Marriages Index. USA. Travis County, Texas. 1885. MORRALL, Benjamin and FLUME, Della. FHL Film no 978166.
[Transcription] Collection: Texas, U.S., Select County Marriage Index, 1837-1965. https://www.ancestry.com/ :
accessed 23 July 2021.

68 News Announcements. (1891) The Austin American-Statesman. 24 September. MORRALL, Thomas. p. 5d.
[Transcription]. https://www.newspapers.com/image/357836893/ : accessed 23 July 2021.

69 Portal To Texas History. Morrison & Fourmy's General Directory of the City of Austin for 1889-1890. Galveston:
Morrison & Fourmy. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth39150/m1/209/?q=Morrall : accessed July 23,
2021. p. 172.

70 U.S. Passport Application. MERRALL, Benjamin. (Birth: 12 September 1861). Application Date: 29 March 1924. RN:
385376. Volume: Roll 2456 - Certificates: 385350-385849, 29 Mar 1924-31 Mar 1924. Collection: U.S., Passport
Applications, 1795-1925. https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1174/ : accessed 19 July 2021.

7 Marriages (CR) USA. Travis County, Texas. 14 May 1892. MORRALL, Ebenezer and HICKMAN, Elizabeth. RN 577.
The Book Series: 7, 8. Collection: Texas, U.S., Select County Marriage Records, 1837-1965. .
https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 23 July 2021.
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which may suggest a disagreement or elopement. No definitive records were found after this date
searching Ancestry,”? FindMyPast,”® Newspapers+ Publisher Extra,”* Fold3”® and The Portal to

Texas History’® for either Ebenezer or Elizabeth.

Thomas died 21 November 1896 /7 after a lingering illness, at Ben’s house. Thomas was buried in
Oakwood Cemetery with Masonic orders, where Ben was associated with a lodge later with the

secretary role. 8 ®

Ben and his family thrived in Austin. He added night work at the Houston and Texas Central
Railway’s (H&TC) freight depot as a telephone operator in 18978 and moved into a cashier role by

1900, leaving the telegraph office.®!

72 Ancestry. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 19 July 2021.

73 FindMyPast. https://www.findmypast.co.uk/ : accessed 19 July 2021.

74 Newspapers+ Publisher Extra. https://www.newspapers.com/ : accessed 19 July 2021.

5 Fold3. https://www.fold3.com/ : accessed 19 July 2021.

76 portal To Texas History. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ : accessed 19 July 2021.

77 Death Announcements. (1896) The Austin American-Statesman. 21 November. MORRALL, Rev. Thomas. p. 3b.
[Transcription]. https://www.newspapers.com/image/366651549/ : accessed 23 July 2021.

78 Monumental Inscriptions. USA. Oakwood Cemetery, Austin, Travis Country, Texas. 21 November 1896. MORRALL,
Thomas. Memorial ID: 30299639. https://www.findagrave.com/ : accessed 23 July 2021.

70 Portal To Texas History. Morrison & Fourmy's General Directory of the City of Austin for 1900-1901. Galveston:
Morrison & Fourmy. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth61100/m1/42/?q=Morrall : accessed July 23,
2021. p. 38.

80 Portal To Texas History. Morrison & Fourmy's General Directory of the City of Austin for 1897-1898. Galveston:
Morrison & Fourmy. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth39149/m1/249/?q=Morrall : accessed July 23,
2021. p. 227.

81 portal To Texas History. Morrison & Fourmy's General Directory of the City of Austin for 1900-1901. Galveston:
Morrison & Fourmy. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth61100/m1/42/?q=Morrall : accessed July 23,
2021. pp. 44, 161.
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Figure 15: Houston and Texas Central Railway Depot in Austin (probably late 19t century)82

He supported his wife’s social endeavors (as vice-president of a local ladies aid organization)®
and his son, Benjamin Thomas, Jr. (b. August 1889), and two daughters, Maude (b. December
1886) and Kathleen (b. January 1897).84

In 1906, Ben suffered a hard fall at work at the railroad depot attempting to catch a moving electric
car whose handle broke when he grabbed it, landing headfirst on the pavement, resulting in a gash
on his forehead.®®> While this job had some danger, by 1910 Ben and Della and family had moved
to a house (bought and owned, free of mortgage) on East 1% Street. Oldest daughter, Maude (23),
lived at home while Kathleen (13) attended school. The daughters thrived; attending college, & &7

getting married,?® & having families,* °* and living full lives.®? °2 Ben, Jr., also married, ** registered

82 Texas State Historical Association. Houston and Texas Central Railway. Texas State Historical Association, fair use
permission. https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/houston-and-texas-central-railway : accessed 24 July 2021.

83 Portal To Texas History. Morrison & Fourmy's General Directory of the City of Austin for 1900-1901. Galveston:
Morrison & Fourmy. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth61100/m1/42/?g=Morrall : accessed July 23,
2021. p. 28.

84 Census Records. USA. Travis County, Texas. 1 June 1900. MORRALL, Ben. ED 0102. FHL Film 1241673. p. 1.
Collection: 1900 United States Federal Census. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 23 July 2021.

85 News Announcements. (1906) The Daily Express, San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas. 23 September 1906.
MORRALL, Benjamin. Vol. 41. No. 266. Ed. 1. p. 9b.
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth440884/m1/9/?q=Morrall : accessed 23 July 2021.

86 Directories. USA. Austin, [Travis County] Texas. University of Texas Register. 1917. MORRALL, Maude. Collection:
U.S., College Student Lists, 1763-1924. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 24 July 2021.

87 Directories. USA. Austin, [Travis County] Texas. University of Texas [graduation]. 1920. MORRALL, Ruth Kathleen.
Collection: U.S., School Yearbooks, 1900-1999. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 24 July 2021.

88 Marriages (CR) USA. Travis County, Texas. 31 July 1910. MORRALL, Maude Stokes and BLENDERMANN, Louis H.
p. 130. Collection: Texas, U.S., Select County Marriage Records, 1837-1965. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed
24 July 2021.
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for the WWI military draft,® had a family,*® and worked as a ranchman, ®” deputy sheriff,*®

caseworker,®® an accountant, and a pastor, but died of heart disease at 51. 100 101

Unfortunately, Della (Adele) suffered kidney disease and died (age 61) 27 April 1921. She was
buried at Oakwood Cemetery 12193 Ben, feeling an urge to travel, applied for a passport. He
planned to travel 14 June 1924 for three months on the Cedric steamship, visiting England,
France, and Italy'® however he returned early to New York 12 August from

Southampton, possibly cutting his trip short.1%® The passport application provided a wealth of

information; great tools for genealogists whose U.S. families may have travelled.

89 Marriages (CR) USA. Travis County, Texas. 7 June 1926. MORRALL, Ruth Kathleen and GLAZE, Wiley Eugene. CN
824. Collection: Texas, U.S., Select County Marriage Records, 1837-1965. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 24
July 2021.

9 Census Records. USA. Austin, Travis, Texas. 1 April 1930. BLENDERMANN, Maud. ED 0027. FHL Film: 2342136. p.
19A. Collection: 1930 United States Federal Census. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 24 July 2021.

91 Census Records. USA. Austin, Travis, Texas. 1 April 1940. GLAZE, Kathleen. ED 227-31. Roll: m-t0627-04149. p.
12A. Collection: 1940 United States Federal Census. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 24 July 2021.

92 Deaths (CR) USA. Port Arthur, Jefferson, Texas. 29 November 1962. BLENDERMANN, Maude. (Birth: 13 December
1886). Collection: Texas, U.S., Death Certificates, 1903-1982. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 24 July 2021.
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Collection: Texas, U.S., Death Certificates, 1903-1982. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 24 July 2021.

94 Marriages Index. USA. Travis County, Texas. 1909. MORRALL, MORRALL, Ben T. and MOORE, Maude. FHL Film:
978170. Collection: Texas, U.S., Select County Marriage Index, 1837-1965. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 24
July 2021.

9 Military Registration Cards, World War | (United States). 5 June 1917. MORRALL, Ben Thomas. SN 29. Collection:
U.S., World War | Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 24 July 2021.

9 Census Records. USA. Austin, Travis, Texas. 1 April 1930. MORRALL, Ben T. ED 0027. FHL Film: 2342136. p. 23B.
Collection: 1930 United States Federal Census. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 24 July 2021.

97 Directories. USA. Austin, [Travis County] Texas. Austin, Texas, City Directory, 1930. 1930. MORRALL, Benjamin T.,
Jr. Collection: U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 24 July 2021.

98 Directories. USA. Austin, [Travis County] Texas. Austin, Texas, City Directory, 1932. 1932. MORRALL, Benjamin T.,
Jr. Collection: U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 24 July 2021.

99 Directories. USA. Austin, [Travis County] Texas. Austin, Texas, City Directory, 1935. 1935. MORRALL, Benjamin T.,
Jr. Collection: U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 24 July 2021.

100 peaths (CR) USA. Austin, Travis, Texas. 14 March 1941. MORRALL, Ben Thomas, Jr. (Birth: 24 August 1889).
Collection: Texas, U.S., Death Certificates, 1903-1982. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 24 July 2021.

101 Monumental Inscriptions. USA. Oakwood Cemetery, Austin, Travis Country, Texas. 1941. MORRALL, Rev. Ben T.
Memorial ID: 68808047. https://www.findagrave.com/ : accessed 24 July 2021.

102 Deaths (CR) USA. Austin, Travis, Texas. 27 April 1921. MORRALL, Della. (Birth: 5 February 1860). Collection:
Texas, U.S., Death Certificates, 1903-1982. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 24 July 2021.
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104 y.S. Passport Application. MERRALL, Benjamin. (Birth: 12 September 1861). Application Date: 29 March 1924. RN:
385376. Volume: Roll 2456 - Certificates: 385350-385849, 29 Mar 1924-31 Mar 1924. Collection: U.S., Passport
Applications, 1795-1925. https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1174/ : accessed 19 July 2021.

105 passenger list for Majestic, arriving New York, New York, USA. MORRALL, Benjamin. 12 August 1924. No: 385376.
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1957. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 24 July 2021.
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107 U.S. Passport Application. MERRALL, Benjamin. (Birth: 12 September 1861). Application Date: 29 March 1924. RN:
385376. Volume: Roll 2456 - Certificates: 385350-385849, 29 Mar 1924-31 Mar 1924. Collection: U.S., Passport
Applications, 1795-1925. https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1174/ : accessed 19 July 2021.
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Ben continued working until retirement then moved into the Brown Rest Home!% where he later
died, 30 April 1940, age 78, outliving his wife 19 years.'%®

Final Thoughts

Thomas MORRALL and his sons, Benjamin, and Ebenezer took the risk to leave their homeland
and emigrate to America and Texas, for a better life. The land was full of promise and with their
determination and hard work, they appeared to find success; not part of the 25% who returned to
England. While not many of their English counterparts lived in Central Texas, the MORRALL family
embraced their new home and carved out a new heritage. They did live the “American Dream”.1°

108 Census Records. USA. Austin, Travis, Texas. 1 April 1940. MORRALL, Ben. ED 227-67. Roll: m-t0627-04150. p.
25B. Collection: 1940 United States Federal Census. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 24 July 2021.

109 Deaths (CR) USA. Austin, Travis, Texas. 30 April 1940. MORRALL, Ben. (Birth: 12 September 1861). Collection:
Texas, U.S., Death Certificates, 1903-1982. https://www.ancestry.com/ : accessed 24 July 2021.

110 Library of Congress. The American Dream. https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/american-dream/#students :
accessed 24 July 2021.
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